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Head Teacher’s Welcome 
 
 

Dear Parents 

 

 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome your child to Lochaline Primary 
School.   It is a small village school with a friendly, pleasant and happy 
atmosphere.   I hope that your child will enjoy their time with us and we look 
forward to having them become members of our school community. 

The current pandemic has affected the normal running of schools in many ways.  
This Handbook reflects the way the school usually runs but does not cover all 
of the changes that we have made because of the pandemic.  Our arrangements 
have changed in many ways this session, and may well change again, depending on 
how the pandemic develops.  For the most up-to-date information about any 
aspect of the work of the school, please make contact and we will be able to tell 
you about our current arrangements.  For the latest information about how the 
pandemic affects children, young people and families across Scotland, please 
visit the Scottish Government website, which has helpful information about 
Coronavirus and its impact on education and children. 

Home, school and community are powerful influences on your child and by 
working together we can endeavour to ensure that your child is given a well-
balanced, varied and sound education.   You, as parents, are invited to play an 
active role in your child’s education and also in the life of our school and we 
hope there will be many opportunities in the course of the school year for you 
to do so, if pandemic restrictions allow. Parents wishing to discuss any queries 
or concerns are welcome to contact staff by telephone or email. 

The purpose of this brochure is to give you as much information as possible 
about our school. Whilst every care has been taken to ensure that the 
information is up to date, changes after printing may affect pupils and parents.   
In these cases, you will be kept informed by email or our regularly updated 
webpage; https://lochalineprimary.wordpress.com/  

 

Yours faithfully 

Keith Adams 

Mr. Keith W Adams 

Head Teacher 

https://www.gov.scot/collections/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance/#educationandchildren
https://www.gov.scot/collections/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance/#educationandchildren
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Our Vision, Values and Aims 

Our vision in the Lochaline Primary School community is for:- 

 

 

 Happy and motivated pupils able to engage successfully with others 
out with the school 

 

 Staff who feel valued in all they do and say 

 Parents who experience inclusion in their child’s education 

 

 

Wisdom 

 

Justice 

 

Compassion 

 

Integrity 

 

Values 
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Aims 

 

 
 To provide a safe and secure environment which will motivate and arouse 

curiosity and foster an enjoyment in learning. 

 

 To help every pupil develop their full potential through the Curriculum for 
Excellence programme. 

 

 To present the curriculum programme in a manner both interesting and 
differentiating. 

 

 To create an ethos of achievement throughout the school and to encourage all 
children to aspire to greater achievement by helping them to develop 
confidence, self-esteem, ambition and the discipline required for these goals. 

 

 To enhance professionalism of staff through teamwork, personal and staff 
development. 

 

 To continue with our partnership with parents, to build upon it and to continue 
to work with parents to support the education of their children. 

 

 To continue to foster a positive attitude and respect towards our school, each 
other and the wider community.  

 

 To ensure equal opportunities for all. 

 

 To nurture the esteem with which the community views the school and to 
continue to involve the wider community in the school programme whenever such 
opportunities arise or can be created. 

 

 Subscribe to the ideals of the Health Promoting School by encouraging children 
and parents to become involved in making informed decisions about their Social, 
Emotional and Physical Health. 
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General Information 
 

School Address   Lochaline Primary School 

 Lochaline 

 Morvern 

 Argyll 

 PA80 5XT  

Telephone: 01967 421 765    

Email: Lochaline. primary@highland. gov. uk 

    keith.adams@highland.gov.uk (head teacher) 

School Staff: Mr K W Adams  Head Teacher and Class Teacher 

 Mrs S Adams  Part time Class Teacher  

   and management support 

   

 Position open  Clerical Assistant 

 Mrs A Shanks  Cook  

 Miss Ashley Walter Cleaner 

 

School Roll: Currently 13 

School Hours: 9.15am – 11.00am 

 11.15am – 12.30pm 

 1.15pm – 3.15pm  

                                    

Secondary Schools: 

Ardnamurchan High School  

Strontian   

Ardnamurchan   

Telephone  01397 700105   

                              

 

N.B. Lochaline Primary is a “Feeder” School for Ardnamurchan High School.   Parents 
wishing their children to attend Tobermory High School must inform Mr. K Adams 
and The Area Education Manager, Fort William, by February of the year of leaving. 

mailto:Lochaline.primary@highland.gov.uk
mailto:keith.adams@highland.gov.uk
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Our School 

 

Our school is situated in the heart of the village of Lochaline, Morvern, overlooking 
the Sound of Mull.   The school site is beside the busy, single track A884 road.  The 
school is a new building which was opened in June 2013. It is unique because it has 
the local fire station underneath the main body of the school. 

The school has two large classrooms, a resource area and community room. 

The school grounds are spacious and include a large grassy area for playing on, as 
well as a large astroturfed area, which is completely fenced off and has lighting.  
Also within the school grounds there is a Wildlife garden, which includes a pond. 
This area is used for outdoor education and also by the after-school Nature Club, 
which is working towards making the school an ECO school. 

Catchment Area 
 

In the early 1970’s the small schools of Bonavullin and Claggan were closed down 
and the children transferred to Lochaline.   The school was then enlarged to its 
present day plan.   At this time the roll reached a maximum of 64 pupils. The 
numbers are now around 15 pupils.  
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Placing requests– Parental choice 

Pupils whose homes are located in this area have priority in being allocated  a place 
in the school. However, parents have a right to specify the school in which they 
wish to place their child. Application must be made to the Area Care and Learning 
Manager Norma Young on 01478 613697 or by email norma.young@highland.gov.uk. 

Placing request forms can be obtained from:  

http://www.highland.gov.uk/info/878/schools/11/school_enrolment/2  

Transportation to and from school, for placing request pupils, is a parental 
responsibility. 

If pupils live outwith the school catchment area and their parents wish them to 
attend Lochaline Primary School they can contact the school office on 
01967421765 to arrange a visit. 

 

Transport 
 

The current catchment area takes in the whole of Lochaline village, plus Drimnin 
and all the houses between.   Also Ardtornish Estate, Larachbeg, Rahoy Estate and 
out to the boundary at Be-ach. 

Transport is provided for children who live outwith the three mile boundary of the 
school.   Parents who feel that their children are entitled to such transportation 
should contact the Head Teacher who will issue the appropriate application form, 
which should be completed and sent to the Area Education Manager, Camaghael 
Hostel, Camaghael, Fort William. 

Please note that although transport is not a school responsibility please contact the 
school initially with any queries. Further information can be obtained from the 
Transport development Officer, Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road Inverness, 
IV3 5NX or public.transport@highland.gov.uk  

 

http://www.highland.gov.uk/info/878/schools/11/school_enrolment/2
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Equipment, Resources and Facilities  

We are gradually building up our range of audio visual resources.   At present 
we have two listening centres and two cassette/CD players.   We have a 
computer suite, situated in the Resource room. There is also an interactive 
whiteboard and projector in both classrooms. 

                                                                       

Music sessions take place in the hall and Community room where there is a good 
piano, several percussion instruments and chime bars.    

Physical Education is taken in the hall and outside when weather permits, it is 
timetabled for two sessions a week with class teachers. There is a variety of 
P.E. equipment, which allows for the development of various skills and also 
allows the playing of a variety of sports. 

 

There is a class library in each of the main classrooms, with a selection of 
fiction books and a good range of non-fiction books and reference books and we 
are currently extending this range with a variety of electronic resources.  The 
school runs the “Scholastic Book Club” which gives every child in the school a 
chance to buy the latest titles in children’s fiction at least once a term.   In 
this way we are also able to increase the school stock of fiction titles.   The 
mobile library van also visits the school every third Monday, when the children 
can choose their own books. 
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Uniform  

The wearing of uniform is recommended at Lochaline School as many parents 
have expressed a wish for the school to have a uniform. By recommending a 
uniform we wish to encourage a sense of identity and a feeling of pride in our 
school. 

The suggested uniform is: 

Girls: Light blue polo shirt / Dark blue sweatshirt or Fleece / Dark trousers or 
skirt. 

Boys: Light blue polo shirt / Dark blue sweatshirt or Fleece / Dark trousers. 

 

Shorts, t-shirts and gym shoes must be worn for P.E. and all jewellery must be 
removed for these sessions. 

 

Name Tabs: 

Similarity in the children’s clothing creates confusion over ownership.  

It cannot be stressed too strongly how helpful it would be if all pupils had 
name tabs on every item of their clothing. 

 

Children should also carry daily a pair of shoes, trainers or slippers for indoor 
use only.    

Children should bring a coat and have suitable footwear. 

 

Items of school uniform embroidered with the school logo can be purchased 
online from:  

www.tesco.com/direct/ues  

More information about this service is available from the school office. Infor-
mation in relation to financial help for uniforms please see; http://
www.highland.gov.uk/info/899/schools_-_grants_and_benefits/10/
free_school_meals_and_assistance_with_clothing 

 

 

http://www.highland.gov.uk/info/899/schools_-_grants_and_benefits/10/free_school_meals_and_assistance_with_clothing
http://www.highland.gov.uk/info/899/schools_-_grants_and_benefits/10/free_school_meals_and_assistance_with_clothing
http://www.highland.gov.uk/info/899/schools_-_grants_and_benefits/10/free_school_meals_and_assistance_with_clothing
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School Meals  

School meals are cooked on the premises and served in the canteen in one sitting from 
12.30pm until 1.00pm approximately. P1-3 children receive free school meals.  Dinner 
money for the P4-7’s is paid every Monday morning, directly to the cook, and at 
present costs £2.30 per day.   The meals may be paid either in cash or by cheque made 
payable to The Highland Council.   The money must be sent to the school in a sealed 
envelope with your child’s name and the amount of money enclosed clearly written on 
the envelope.   We would also very much appreciate the correct amount of money being 
sent. For more information including menus and application criteria and forms for free 
school meals please go to: 

http://www.highland.gov.uk/info/899/schools 

 

If you would prefer your child to have a packed lunch please remember that any drinks, 
soup etc. should be carried in a plastic container or safety flask.   Glass containers 
must not be used under any circumstances.   Packed lunches are also eaten in the school 
canteen at the same time as the pupils taking school meals and the sitting is supervised 
by staff. 

Healthy Snacks at Break times 

As a Health Promoting School, we encourage the eating of healthy snacks, to this 
end, the Parent Council provide fruit at morning break times. Donations towards this 
provision can be forwarded to the Parent Council. 

http://www.highland.gov.uk/info/899/schools_-_grants_and_benefits/10/free_school_meals_and_assistance_with_clothing
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Emergency Closure 
 

 
In times of severe weather conditions, the safety of our pupils and staff is our prime 
consideration, and sometimes there are no options other than to close a school. 

In the event of the School being closed early, (in bad snow, for instance) or an 
emergency closure, (prolonged power cut) parents will be informed by telephone 
whenever possible.   A local communications network is in place, which should enable us 
to contact parents.   If the parents cannot be contacted however, the children will be 
sent to an emergency contact, or to a willing neighbour.   We rely on the good sense of 
outlying parents to notify us if weather conditions begin to deteriorate during the 
winter months so that we can make arrangements for their children to be taken home 
before roads become impassable. 

Highland Council have invested in an 'adverse weather line' - an information 'hotline' 
for parents to call, free of charge,  to hear the latest news about their schools' 
winter weather procedures and emergency updates. Please telephone 0800 564 2272. 

Lochaline Primary School PIN number is 042490. 

You can also access the highland school closure website on:  for school closure 
information. 

http://www.highland.gov.uk/schoolclosures 

Wet Weather Guidelines 
 

In severe weather, children will remain indoors (inside break time) and the head 
teacher will monitor both classes.  

Other staff will also be available during these times  

http://www.highland.gov.uk/schoolclosures
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Pupil Welfare  

Minor cuts and bruises suffered by the children at school are dealt with 
by staff.   If a child becomes ill during the school day, one of his/her 
parents is contacted and arrangements made for the child to be collected 
from school and taken home.   Please forward the name and telephone 
number of an emergency contact to us at the beginning of the session, 
just in case neither parent is available.   It is important that your child 
knows his emergency contact well and that this person is normally 
available if you cannot be contacted.   In cases of extreme illness/
accident, the school will contact the local doctor/ emergency services. 

The general health of the pupils is monitored by the school dentist, 
doctor and nurse who will visit the school from time to time during the 
school session.   Any parent who wishes to be informed before their child 
is examined should notify the Head Teacher. Appropriate professionals 
may also visit the school to discuss with pupils about sensitive aspects of 
health and wellbeing such as mental health, relationships, sexual health 
and drug awareness. Parents will be informed before hand. 

 

Attendance/absence 

 
If you need to keep your child off school due to illness, or for any other 
reason, you should either send an absence note on his/her return or 
inform the school by telephone.  

Permission to leave during the school day: If a pupil needs to leave during 
the school day for an appointment please telephone/email the school to 
let them know or put a note in their bags to hand in. 

If you wish your child to be off school for any other reason (e.g. to 
attend a wedding) you should notify the Head Teacher. There are times 
when family holidays cannot be taken during school holiday periods if, for 
example, a holiday rota system applies at a parent’s workplace and this 
cannot be changed.  When this does happen the Head Teacher must be 
informed in advance. The school and authority however strongly urge 
parents not to take pupils off school for holidays during term time. 

Figures have to be submitted annually to the Scottish Executive and 
these have to indicate authorised and unauthorised absences. 

During the current pandemic we may need to amend our approaches to 
recording attendance, for example if it becomes necessary for pupils to 
work from home.  For more details please contact the school. 

 

If, as a parent or carer, you have any concerns about a child please be 
aware you can speak to staff at the school. There is also a national parent 
helpline providing help and support. 

 Email: parentlinescotland@children1st.org.uk or telephone0800282233  

mailto:parentlinescotland@children1st.org.uk
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Child Protection 

From time to time, incidents can occur within the school setting which cause 
concern and could indicate that a pupil is suffering some form of abuse. 

In terms of Highland Child Protection Committee Inter-agency Protection 
Guidelines, Education staff must report such incidents to Social Work Services, 
which can lead to a joint Social Work/Police investigation. 

All agencies involved in Child Protection are obliged to make the welfare of 
children their paramount consideration and this will be a priority for Education 
Service Staff. 

 

More information about Child Protection Procedures within Highland can be 
obtained from the Child Protection Development Officer, Mrs Susan MacLaren, 
Highland Child Protection Committee, Kinmylies Building, Leachkin Road, Inverness, 
IV3 8NN – Telephone (01463 713237) 

 

COPIES OF CHILD PROTECTION POLICY GUIDELINES are available from Mr 
Adams or online at  

http://www.highland.gov.uk/info/1361/childcare_and_family_care/438/
child_protection 

Pupil Behaviour 

At Lochaline School we expect all children to behave well and respect others 
in the school. A copy of our Anti-Bullying, Discipline/Sanctions and Multi-
Cultural and Anti-Racist Policy are available on request from the school office. 

Please see the link below for the HC schools bullying prevention guidance.  

https://www.highland.gov.uk/downloads/file/19358/anti_bullying_-

We celebrate our achievements at weekly  
assemblies. We have an interschool house point 
system with weekly prizes for teams. We have 
individual award certificates for  achievement in all 
aspects of school life. 

We also hold a celebration of success evening in 
June/July  combined with a leaver’s service for the 
P7’s. 

http://www.highland.gov.uk/info/1361/childcare_and_family_care/438/child_protection
http://www.highland.gov.uk/info/1361/childcare_and_family_care/438/child_protection
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.highland.gov.uk%2Fdownloads%2Ffile%2F19358%2Fanti_bullying_-_guidance_for_schools&data=04%7C01%7C%7C743ef7953640437ef2ed08d880025713%7C89f0b56e6d164fe89dba176fa940f7c9%7C0%7C0%7C63740009482
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Liaison with Parents 

We strongly believe that education is a partnership between parents and 
teachers. Parents wishing to discuss any matter are welcome to come to 
school at any time. We will always do our best to try and accommodate you.   
We keep in touch regularly by newsletter, email, school website, texts and 
telephone, which keeps parents up to date with events both in and out of 
school. The most recent school newsletter is usually displayed on the notice 
board outside the school.   

 

Parents are invited to the school for Parent’s Evenings twice a year – 
generally in November and May.   On these occasions appointments are 
made with parents and the class teacher to discuss pupil progress. The P1-3 
class have a home / school reading diary, which can be used to pass 
information between school and home.   

 Occasionally, information evenings are held if the need arises, such as to 
discuss the workings of our reading scheme or curriculum areas for new 
entrants.   

The current pandemic has affected the way in which we are able to engage 
with parents, and this may change further depending on how the pandemic 
progresses.  For the latest information, please contact the school. 

Parental Involvement 

The support of parents in their children’s education is key to the success 
of young people. Taking time with them, discussing work, practicing 
language, helping them manage their homework and encouraging 
responsibility are important ways of supporting children’s learning. 

The school always seek to involve parents in any key decisions about their 
child’s education and keep parents informed about progress. 

Parental information is obtained from questionnaires issued regularly. 

Our Parent Council is a group of parents selected to represent all parents 
of children in the school. Any parent who wishes to raise an issue for the 
Parent Council to consider can do so by contacting Annemie Shanks on 
lochalineprimarypc@gmail.com 

 

Useful information for parents and how to get involved with your child’s 
education, how to support the school, and information on curriculum 
developments can all be found at Parent Zone:  

https://education.gov.scot/parentzone/  

https://education.gov.scot/parentzone/
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Complaints and requests for service 

If a parent has any concerns about their child, their education or the school, 
they should contact their child’s named person in the first instance, Mr Keith 
Adams. If the complaint can not be resolved satisfactorily internally the 

matter can be taken to the Area Education Office (West). Fingal Centre, 

Viewfield Road, Portree Isle of Skye IV51 9ET. Lochaber area office phone 01397 707530  

New Enrolments and Transitions 

Arrangements for parents, who wish to place their child in the school and who 
wish to make a preliminary visit, can be made by telephoning the Head Teacher.   
When you enrol your child, you will be asked to provide certain information that 
will be required by the local authority for statistical purposes, e.g. language 
spoken in the home other than English, religion, medical and dietary 
requirements. 

 

Advertisements will appear in the local press giving precise arrangements for the 
enrolling of new entrants for the next session.   These advertisements will 
normally appear in late January or shortly afterwards. Pre-school visits will take 
place in the summer term when the new entrants are invited along to join the 
infant classroom and participate in some morning activities. 

Little Otters Nursery is a Highland Council Nursery and runs alongside the 
school. They have morning sessions from 9.15 – 12.25. The nursery children join in 
with some of the school activities throughout the year and pay visits to the 
classrooms, this helps with the transition to school life.   

 

If you have any worries about how your child will settle into school, or their 
transition to secondary school, please do discuss these worries with staff. You 
are welcome to arrange a visit to school at any time prior to your child starting in 
August, all you have to do is phone. 

 

P7 transition to high school is supported by “roadshow” visits by S1 pupils and 
pastoral staff from Ardnamurchan  High School during the final term for P7’s. 
There are also transition days for pupils, an activity weekend for those moving up 
and parents evenings arranged by the high school. 

Throughout the academic year all the Associate School Groups (ASG) to 
Ardnamurchan High School regularly come together to promote good 
relationships. 
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Community Links 

Through our Environmental Studies programme, the children are encouraged to learn 
about and appreciate their local area.   The pupils are taken out into the community to 
learn about their environment.   We liaise with various bodies, such as Scottish 
Natural Heritage, Scottish Wildlife Trust and Forestry Commission, who often 
support us on such visits. We have an active outdoor learning link with qualified 
outdoor activity leaders organised through Morvern Community Woodland 
Association.

We also welcome members of the community willing to come into school and 
who are able to share skills and experiences with our pupils.   School 
pantomimes provide seasonal entertainment for the whole community.  

After school clubs 

We have extra curricular after school clubs that children can attend. 
These include football, dancing, gymnastics, nature club, bikeability, piano 
and youth club. 
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Pupil Council 

We  have a Pupil Council, which is elected every year. They represent all the other 
pupils and make collective decisions on various matters, i.e. playground equipment, 
fund raising for charities and enterprise activities. 

 

School fund 

The school has a small fund, which is used to pay for Christmas related 
activities and the many little “extras” not available through the school’s 
allocated money, such as field trips, sporting trips, workshops and sometimes 
extra computer equipment and software.   Parents, Parent Council, and indeed, 
the community are always very supportive of any fundraising events and this 
is always very much appreciated by the school. 

Residential weekend at Abernethy Ardgour 
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Parent Council 

We have an elected Parent Council, which meets each month during term 
time in the community room.   Dates and times of meetings are 
communicated through the school website and the notice board.   Any 
parent is welcome to attend. 

The role of the parent council is to support the school in its work with 
pupils, represent the views of all parents and encourage links between the 
school, parents, pupils, pre-school groups  and the wider community. They 
report back to all the parents in the school (the parent forum), support the 
school and pupils during school inspections and fundraise for the school. 

The Parent Council committee is as follows:   

 Annemie Shanks   Chairperson 

 Lilia Dobrokhodova    Treasurer 

 Claire Manthorpe   Secretary 

 H Brown,  S Woods,  N Jones,  S Jones  Co-opted members  

 

The Head Teacher also attends all meetings. 

Please contact the parent council via email at:  

lochalineprimarypc@gmail.com  

or speak to any of the committee if you have any matters relating to the 
school you would like the council to discuss. 

 

 

The Parent Council organise the biannual Summer Fayre to raise 

funds for the school 
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The Curriculum  

A Curriculum for Excellence (ACE) 
A Curriculum for Excellence is the 3-18 curriculum in Scotland. It aims to 
ensure that all children and young people in Scotland develop attributes, 
knowledge and skills that they will need to flourish in life, learning and work. 
This curriculum will enable all young people to become Successful Learners, 
Confident Individuals, Responsible Citizens and Effective Contributors. 

Our aim is to ensure that our young people are better prepared to face the 
challenges ahead in a rapidly changing world.  

All programmes of study and policy statements will be reviewed to 
incorporate ACE outcomes. 

Our school uses The Curriculum for Excellence experiences and outcomes as 
outlined by Highland Council Guidance, to provide an appropriate curriculum 
for each and every child in the school. https://www.highland.gov.uk/
info/878/schools/17/school_curriculum 

The Curriculum for Excellence is a cross-curricular approach to teaching 
through the following eight curricular areas:  

Expressive Arts  

Health and Wellbeing  

Languages  

Mathematics  

Religious and Moral Education  

Sciences  

Social Studies  

Technologies  

Please follow link for more detailed guidance: 

https://education.gov.scot/scottish-educarion-system/policy-for-scottish-
education 

 

School Improvement Plan (SIP) 
This year, because of the pandemic, all schools in Highland are focusing 

on certain key priorities as followings:      

Health and wellbeing 

Recovery of learning, teaching and assessment 

Attainment in session 2020/21 (focusing on identifying new or 
widened gaps caused by the Covid-19 situation) 

Our School Improvement Plan incorporates the regional priorities as well as 
those which we have identified as specific to our school.    
The School Improvement Plan, stating the areas of the curriculum which 
are being targeted, is available on our website or by asking the Head 
Teacher. 
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Language 

Children’s earliest language experience stems from the home.  It 
is our aim to build on and develop these early language 
experiences by giving your child a rich and varied language 
curriculum balanced around four areas: 
1. Listening  
2. Talking 
3. Reading 
4. Writing 
The school has adopted the Oxford Tree reading scheme 
and teaches early spelling through the phonic approach. 

We use the 2+1 language development scheme. 

Mathematics  

Again the ACE are the basis of the teaching of maths in 
Lochaline Primary. All areas are tackled; information handling, 
number, money and measurement, shape, position and movement 
as well as problem solving and enquiry. The school has adopted 
the Scottish Heinemann maths scheme, which runs in both 
classes. This scheme is supplemented by other resources, when 
necessary. 

Expressive Arts 

The Expressive Arts Curriculum can be defined in four broad 
areas:  Art and Design, Dance, Drama and Music. 

Occasionally pupils have access to specialists in art, drama or 
music, either at the local high school or from visiting artists. 
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Health and Wellbeing 

Pupils have opportunities to compete, play and interact with other 
pupils within and outwith the school, on a variety of sporting 
occasions. They learn about healthy eating and how to become a 
confident and responsible citizen. We engage outside 
professionals with appropriate experiences to enhance learning. 
E.g. local police, school nurse. 

 Religious and Moral Education 

 

Lochaline Primary School is a non-denominational school.  

Christianity and Other World Religions are studied 
throughout the school in line with the ACE Guidelines. It is 
our aim to provide the children with an understanding of 
religion and the way in which it shapes society. We have visits 
from a member of the local church, once a month. We also 
endeavour to have a school service at the local church once a 
term. A prayer (written by the pupils) is said before lunch 
every day. An assembly, with a broadly Christian theme, is 
given each week. 

 

Special arrangements will be made for pupils whose parents do 
not wish them to participate in religious observance. 

Sciences, Social Studies and Technologies 

These areas are covered in topic work. There is a rolling 
programme of topics which the P1-P3 class and P4-P7 class 
follow. 
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Assessment and Reporting  

Assessment is geared towards finding out what the pupils have achieved 
individually.   The evidence to provide these assessments is collected 
formally and informally over a period of time.   Assessment activities are 
identified at the planning stage of a block of work and may involve oral 
work such as questioning, written work, observation of practical tasks and 
self-assessment, where the pupil evaluates their own.  By these methods, 
the teacher closely monitors each child’s progress to enable areas of 
difficulty to be recognised and support given to the child to overcome the 
difficulties.  In our school, we aim to ensure that every child is given the 
means and opportunity to work to their full potential and that they feel 
valued as a pupil.   
Parents wishing to enquire about a pupil’s progress are invited to get in 
touch with the class teacher. 
For more information about National assessments please see link: 
https://education.gov.scot/parentzone/learning-in-scotland/assessment-
and-achievement   
 
 

Reports  

Pupil reports are written for parents in May.   The teacher aims to 
describe each child’s progress and to define “next steps” for his/her 
learning.   After receiving the report, parents are invited in to discuss 
their child’s progress with the class teacher and, if required, any other 
support staff. 
 
National Testing in Language and Mathematics is part of the ongoing 
curriculum in school.   Children sit these tests as part of the school’s 
assessment activities when the teacher feels that their work is at the 
required standard and may not necessarily be tackled as a ‘whole class’ 
activity.   Parents are informed of the outcome of National Tests in the 
pupil reports. The school also uses NFER tests to monitor pupil 
progress. 

Homework 

Homework is issued at all stages. For older children written work forms 
the main element. Subjects may include maths, language, science or re-
search work. Children are also encouraged to read at home, but formal 
reading homework is not given routinely. However in the P1-P3 class, 
reading will form the main basis of their homework. P2 – P7 children have 
weekly spellings. 

https://education.gov.scot/parentzone/learning-in-scotland/assessment-and-achievement
https://education.gov.scot/parentzone/learning-in-scotland/assessment-and-achievement
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All children need support to help them learn. Some children require 
more help than others. We follow The Highland Practice Model staged 
approach to assessing, identifying and supporting additional support 
needs. In this model every child has a ‘named person’ who is responsible 
for making sure that the child or young person has the right help to 
support his/her development and well-being. 
Class teachers in conjunction with ASN teachers monitor the progress 
of pupils with additional support. The needs of such pupils are generally 
catered for within the normal curriculum but with specialist advice and 
support as required. If necessary a child’s plan may be put in place to 
help plan, organise, monitor and regularly review a child’s progress. 
Parents and pupils will be involved in these procedures and reviews, 
More information can be found about the Highland Council model for 
support and child’s plans at: 
http://www.highland.gov.uk/downloads/file/230/
highland_practice_model_-_delivering_additional_support_for_learners 

 http://www.highland.gov.uk/download/downloads/id/11/co-
ordinated_support_plan 
 
If you have a concern that your child’s additional needs are not being 
met in primary school please contact your child’s class teacher in the 
first instance or the ‘named person’, who will usually be the Head 
Teacher. In a secondary school, the ‘named person’ will usually be the 
Principal Teacher Guidance/Pupil Support. 
 
Further information and support for parents of children and young 
people with ASN can be found at:  
http://www.highland.gov.uk/info/886/schools_-
_additional_support_needs/1/support_for_learners 

Additional Support Needs 

http://www.highland.gov.uk/downloads/file/230/highland_practice_model_-_delivering_additional_support_for_learners
http://www.highland.gov.uk/downloads/file/230/highland_practice_model_-_delivering_additional_support_for_learners
http://www.highland.gov.uk/download/downloads/id/11/co-ordinated_support_plan
http://www.highland.gov.uk/download/downloads/id/11/co-ordinated_support_plan
http://www.highland.gov.uk/info/886/schools_-_additional_support_needs/1/support_for_learners
http://www.highland.gov.uk/info/886/schools_-_additional_support_needs/1/support_for_learners
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Term Dates 2021-22 

Please note Staff are in school on In– service days but NOT pupils 

 

 

High-

land 

Scho

ol 

cal-

endar 

2020/

21 

(UK) 

– 

Dates  

Please 

note - 

Dates 

may be 

subject 

to 

change  

     

August 

2020  

Septem-

ber 2020  

October 

2020  

Novem-

ber 2020  

   

WK  Mo  Tu  We  Th  Fr  Sa  

31  1  2  36  1  2  3  

32  3  4  5  6  7  8  

33  10  11  12  13  14  15  

34  17  18  19  20  21  22  

35  24  25  26  27  28  29  

36  31  49  30     

Decem-

ber 2020  

January 

2021  

February 

2021  

March 

2021  

   

WK  Mo  Tu  We  Th  Fr  Sa  

49  1  2  3  4  5  6  

50  7  8  9  10  11  12  

51  14  15  16  17  18  19  

52  21  22  23  24  25  26  
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Appendix 1 

 

Health Promoting School 
As a Health Promoting school we also encourage pupils, staff and parents to think about 
healthier lifestyles. Healthy living is a regular topic in classes. We have a School Travel 
Plan which promotes safe and healthy routes to school. Staff take part in health promo-
tion activities. We value all the activities that make up a healthy and happy community.  

– see also school meals ( pg 12), after school clubs (pg 18) and pupil welfare (pg 14-17) 

 

Administration of Medicines 

Staff will only administer medication when there is clear written guidance from the par-
ents on: 

The name of the medicine, the quantity of the medicine to be given, the time it has to be 
given. 

Prescriptive medication should be given at home by parents. 

 

Mental Health and Wellbeing 

Staff will support the emotional development and wellbeing of pupils through formal and 
informal curricular activities. Any concerns about a pupil’s wellbeing can be discussed with 
the named person. School have access to Highland Council’s Primary Mental Health Work-
er Service and consultation and advice may be sought if there are concerns that might 
require more targeted support. Parents would always be involved in discussions before-
hand and this step would only be taken with full consent from parents and (where appro-
priate) the pupil themselves. 

 

Equality and Inclusion 

For up-to-date information please see:  

http://www.highland.gov.uk/info/751/equality_diversity_and_citizenship/313/
equal_opportunities 

In summary, our activities in school should ensure that we: 

Eliminate unlawful discrimination, advance equality of opportunity, promote good relations.  
Activities should not discriminate against any of the following ‘protected characteristics’ 
age, disability, race, religion or belief, sex, sexual orientation, gender reassignment, preg-
nancy and maternity. 

 

 
 

http://www.highland.gov.uk/info/751/equality_diversity_and_citizenship/313/equal_opportunities
http://www.highland.gov.uk/info/751/equality_diversity_and_citizenship/313/equal_opportunities
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Appendix 2 

 
Access to Pupil Records 

The school pupil records (Scotland) Regulations 1990 extend to parents the right 
of access (with certain specific exceptions) to any record held by the Authority in 
relation to their child.  Parents may make application to the Head Teacher. 

 

Data Protection Act 1998  

Information on pupils, parent and guardians is stored on a computer system and 
may be used for teaching, registration, assessment and other administrative du-
ties.  The information is protected by the data Protection Act 1998 and may only 
be disclosed in accordance with the codes of practice.  Further information can be 
obtained from http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Statistics/ScotXed  

 

 
Transferring Educational data about pupils 

The Scottish Government and its partners collect and use information about pupils 
through the Pupil Census to help to improve education across Scotland. This note 
explains why we need this information, how we use it and what we do to protect 
the information supplied to us. 

 
 
Why do we need your data? 

In order to make the best decisions about how to improve our education service, 
Scottish Government, education authorities and other partners such as the SQA 
and Skills Development Scotland need accurate, up-to-date data about our pupils.   
We are keen to help all our pupils do well in all aspects of school life and achieve 
better examination results.  Accurate and up-to-date data allows us to: 

 plan and deliver better policies for the benefit of all pupils 

 plan and deliver better policies for the benefit of specific groups of pupils 

 better understand some of the factors which influence pupil attainment and 
achievement 

 share good practice 

 target resources better 

 enhance the quality of research to improve the lives of young people in Scotland 

 

 
 
 

http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Statistics/ScotXed
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Data policy 

Information about pupils’ education is collected through our statistical surveys in 
partnership between the Scottish Government and Local Authorities through the 
ScotXed Programme which aims to help schools and Local Authorities by support-
ing efficient collection, processing and dissemination of statistical information.  
The Scottish Government then provides analysis of the data to support research, 
planning, management and monitoring of education services as well as to produce 
National Statistics publications.  

Education data within Scottish Government is managed effectively by secure sys-
tems and is exploited as a valuable corporate resource, subject to confidentiality 
restraints.  As part of its data policy, Scottish Government will not publish or 
make publicly available any information that allows individual pupils to be identi-
fied, nor will data be used by Scottish Government to take any actions in respect 
of individuals. Data is held securely and no information on individual pupils can or 
would be made publicly available by Scottish Government.   

The individual data collected by Scottish Government through the Pupil Census 
is used for statistical and research purposes only.   

 

 
Your data protection rights 

The collection, transfer, processing and sharing of ScotXed data is done in ac-
cordance with the Data Protection Act (1998). We also comply with the National 
Statistics Code of Practice requirements and other legislation related to safe-
guarding the confidentiality of data. The Data Protection Act gives you the right 
to know how we will use your data.  This note can give only a brief description of 
how we use data.  Fuller details of each individual ScotXed survey, including the 
purpose of each and the published data, can be found on the ScotXed website  

http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Statistics/ScotXed/SchoolEducation  

Scottish Government works with a range of partners including Education Scotland, 
Skills Development Scotland and the SQA. On occasion, in order to help meet our 
aim of improving the life of young people in Scotland, we may make individual data 
available to partners such as the National Registers of Scotland to carry out re-
search relating to the national population census and also academic institutions and 
organisations to carry out additional research and statistical analysis to meet 
their own official responsibilities.  

http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Statistics/ScotXed/SchoolEducation
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Any sharing of data will be done under the strict control of Scottish Government, 
and will be consistent with our data policy. This will ensure that no individual level 
data will be made public as a result of the data sharing and that these data will not 
be used to take any actions in respect of an individual. Decisions on the sharing of 
data will be taken in consultation with relevant colleagues and individuals within and 
outwith Scottish Government. At all times pupils’ rights under the Data Protection 
Act and other relevant legislation will be ensured. 

 

Concerns 

If you have any concerns about the ScotXed data collections you can email the 
Head of Schools Analysis at ScotXed@scotland.gsi.gov.uk or write to The ScotXed 
Support Office, Area 2D, Victoria Quay, Leith, EH6 6QQ. Alternative versions of 
this page are available, on request from the ScotXed Support Office, in other lan-
guages, audio tape, Braille and large print. 

mailto:ScotXed@scotland.gsi.gov.uk

